I
Fall—
F:D.B.W.ANSZETOJH OJSECONDARY{SCHOOL!

ik - NAEEMRBE hh—7 B8 : _=00h K=t
&EH# : office@szetoho.edu.hk #A1lL : http://www.szetoho.edu.hk

Dear parents and students,

My name is Miss Sophie Witham. Let me tell you a little bit about myself.
As you may know, I come from Canada but T have lived in Hong Kong for 24
years. Hong Kong is my home and I love it here. My family and I live in Sai Kung
and being near the ocean is relaxing. In my free time, I like to solve crossword
puzzles and read fiction novels. I also enjoy swimming and hiking in the country
parks.
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T am having a wonderful time here at Szeto Ho Secondary School. The
teachers and students are very friendly and helpful. Although online learning
has posed some challenges, we as a community have adapted and are continuing
to persevere. I am teaching all form one and form four oral lessons. Many
students actively participate in class discussions and are keen to share their
thoughts and ideas. I have really gotten to know my 2B and 2C students as T

teach them all areas of the
English curriculum.

As well as teaching, T have also had a role in many school-wide events
such as English assemblies, Halloween and speech festival. Everyone
involved has been enthusiastic and committed to all of the English
activities. It has been a pleasure to be a part of them and T am eager to
continue to be involved in school life.

Despite my status as a teacher, I believe that there is always room
to learn more and I am discovering new things every day. The best part
is speaking to all the fantastic students around the school.

Miss Sophie
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Dear all,

It is with great pleasure that I have been asked to write a
few words to all of you. Taking this opportunity, I would like to
share my English learning experience with you. As you know, I am

teaching English; however, T was not so keen on English when I was
little.

When I was about five, my parents sent me to different
English tutorial groups. It made me feel stressed, and, eventually,
I resisted learning it. I did not perform well until Secondary 3.
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N When I was in Secondary 3, my teacher explained the
; importance of learning English as it is an international language
B and exposes us to different cultures. The teacher shared
1 her experience of learning English with our class, and T was
| impressed. Learning English does not mean that you must recite
| phrases or read the dictionary. Instead, learning should be
| enjoyable like reading and watching dramas.
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As a secondary school student, I know you are having a challenging time learning English, especially when you are
given a passage with difficult words. I can tell you that I have been down this road for decades; however, I strived

for a change when I was in secondary 3. I believe that you are still young enough to take a step forward. Let's find a
way to help you enjoy learning English!

Miss Tang
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“Look before you leap.” / “Jump once but look twice.”

| love this quote very much because it reminds me of the
correct attitude when | have to do something important. It's my
motto. | think we should never act on impulse.
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* “Everyone is the architect of their own desting.”

. This proverb helps me to be more motivated when
° achieving my goals. And | don't believe that fate is decided
: by heaven in the first place. Fate should be in our own
» hands.

° Some people are born poor, but they do not give in to
: it, but work hard to learn and change their destiny. But some
« people succeed while some people fail. Fate is so unfair,
° but even if they fail, they do not give up. So | think destiny is
X

built step by step by our own efforts and persistence.
As long as we remain optimistic and firmly move
towards our goals, we will one day receive the results we

want!
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“Efforts will lie, but they will not be in vain.”’
— Yuzuru Hanyu

This proverb is thought-provoking. When we
strive for our goals but don’t get the results that we
want, we shouldn’t give up. If we keep working hard,

someday we will attain our goals.
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“The secret of success is constancy to purpose.”
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— Benjamin Disraeli

| believe that one indispensable element of
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success is having different goals whether it's long-
term or short-term, since they could give me the
impetus and the reasons to work hard.
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JIroverhs ave ingredients of our life.

With proverbs, our values and heliefs ave
stoved and uplifted forever.
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“A friend in need is a friend indeed.”

| love this sentence because it reminds
me of my good friends. Whenever | get into
trouble, they will help me unconditionally.
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“You cannot be jealous when others go
forward; you must go forward when others

»{li//' are jealous.”

= It's a motto for every single student. When the
others try to make progress, you can't be jealous; but
when others are jealous of your progress, you must
use your efforts to keep going!
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Until now, | have always thought
that winning this English Speech
Festival was a dream. Before the
competition, | practised the poem a lot
for the pronunciation, emotion and my
facial expression. To have more ideas
for expressing the emotion, | studied
the writer's background and the aim of
the poem. In addition, every practicing
time, Ms Sophie told me how | could
improve my pronunciation, the poem’s
rhythm and the tone of the lines.
She is always supportive and | have
learnt a lot from her. Finally, | won the
competition! | am cheerful and have
already started to think about the next
speech festival.
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